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Let’s create a

finger
puppet




How to make a

finger puppet

You will need

« Printed card versions of the templates.
« Sellotape

o Glue sticks

« Scissors

« Pens and pencils

What todo

1. Print out the templates.

2. Cut strips of card to make the finger bands.
Each strip should be 1cm x 6cm. Roll these strips
into hoops and secure with tape.

3. Cut out and colour the finger puppets. Add
fabric and string if you wish.

4. Stick the finger bands on the back and you’re
ready to go!

mencap




How to make a
finger puppet

In this version children can really begin to experiment by creating their own
characters and using different materials and textures.

You will need

 Thin coloured card
Pens, pencils
Scissors
PVA glue or glue sticks
Sellotape
Scraps of fabric and wool ‘

What to do a Making the finger band
1. Begin by cutting a thin strip of card '
(approximately 1cm x 6cm) to make the band
which goes around the finger. Curl it into a

circle and secure with tape.

form the puppet itself

2. Next, cut another shape out of paper (this a Cut a second shape to

should be slightly larger than the child’s finger).

This is the basis of the finger puppet, so the .

children will need to think carefully about what

they want it to be. Will it be upright, like a
¥

person? Or have a large tall neck like a giraffe?
Or might it have a big mouth like a crocodile?
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3. Stick the puppet to the 4. If a child doesn’t want to
finger band, and draw a puppet, they could
encourage the children to look for animals and people
decorate it. to cut out of magazines.

Finger band stuck on the back
Cut out finger puppet ° e of the puppet

W EC N ENGLAN

D

Completed!
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How to make a
finger puppet

If you have more time available, why not try out this fun activity with your pupils?
Sculptural finger puppets are great fun to make - they provide children with an
opportunity to get to grips with sculptural techniques and create fantastic puppets.
Allow at least 2 hours for this activity.

You will need

e Modroc
Scissors
Egg boxes
Cling Film
PVA Glue
Sellotape
Fabric and wool scraps
Water based paint
Access to water
Small pots and cartoons to
soak modroc.

1. Start by cutting up the modroc into
strips which are about 8cm wide.
Make sure the modroc is kept dry.
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2. To begin, the children will need an
egg box, as the upright sections of
the box will be used as moulds
around which to make the finger

puppets.

3. Wrap the upright sections in cling
film, and secure with a piece of tape.
If you have a large class of young
children, you might want to do this
preparation in advance. The cling film
makes it easier to remove the

. finished finger puppet from the
cardboard egg box.

4. Dip a piece of modroc into clean
water. Squeeze the modroc to
remove some of the water, and then
wrap the modroc around the upright
section of the egg box. Try to keep
the modroc even, and remember to
cover the top too. Aim to use two or
three layers of modroc over the
whole upright section.
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5. Now the children can start to add
more modroc, making the shapes
needed to give the finger puppet
character. They can cut the modroc
into smaller pieces whilst it is still dry
to help make ears and noses etc. Use
small pieces of modroc like tape to
help attach elements. Smooth the
modroc together using fingers - this
will help make the finished puppet
really strong.

6. Allow the modroc to set (30
minutes). The finger puppet can then
be painted with water based paints -
more detail can be added with
materials and PVA glue.

7. Once the whole thing is dry, carefully remove from the egg box. Pull out
any cling film which has stayed inside the puppet.
8. If the finger puppet is a little large for the child’s finger, you can add a
little bit of fabric or sponge inside to help it fit.
9. Enjoy!
Once the puppets are
complete, why not think
about organising a Puppet

taken off the mould
puppet show?
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